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Upcoming IEW Activities 

Jan 3 NO Hangar Day 
Jan 7 Staff Meeting, 6 pm 

Jan 10-11 DC-3 Ground School 

Jan 14 January 
 Monthly Dinner Meeting 
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Federal Holidays are marked as     

 
S M   T  W  Th   F   S  
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January 2026 

February 2026 

March 2026 

Feb 4 Staff Meeting, 6 pm 
 
Feb 7 Hangar Day 
 Staff Meeting      

Feb 11 Monthly  
 Dinner Meeting 

 

1.27.1945 Liberation of the Auschwitz concentra-
 tion camp by Soviet troops revealing 
 the full horror of the Holocaust.   

January 2026 

1.1 Leimamo   
   Taylor 
1.19 Susan    
   O’Mara  
1.12  Doug Hill    
1.18 Chuck   
   Wentworth  
1.22 David Seiler 

Colonels, we really 
would like to wish you a 
Happy Birthday on your 
special day.  PLEASE let 
the editor know the date 
so you are not left out. 

Aviation 1sts 

1.26.1910 

The first practical 
seaplane is built 
and flown by Ameri-
can Glenn Curtiss. 
It lands and takes 
off in waters of San 
Diego. 
11.14.1935 
United Air Lines 
equips its fleet with 
a de-icing system 
for airplane wings, 
following success-
ful tests on a Boe-
ing 247. 

1.26.1957 
The last opera-
tional No. American 
P-51 “Mustang” 
fighter was retired 
to the National 
Museum of the 
USAF WPAFB, 
Dayton, Ohio. 
 
1.17.1991 
(Iraq) — Strikes 
by Boeing B-52G 
“Stratofortresses” 
& Lockheed F-
117A Nighthawks” 
open the Gulf War. 

Mar. 4 Staff Meeting, 6 pm 

Mar. 7 Hangar Day 

Mar 11 Monthly  
  Dinner Meeting 

Mar. 14 El Centro 

Mar. 21  NAS Lemore 
  & 22 

1    New Years Day 
19  Martin Luther King 
      & Washington Bday 

16  President’s Day 



 IEW Newsletter  

 
  

3 

Exciting Things To Come in 2026 

January 2026 

As we look toward 2026, the Inland Empire Wing is preparing for an exciting 
year. Both for our Wing and for the USA. 

In 2026, the U.S. will celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary, marking 250 years 
since the founding of our nation. This milestone offers a unique opportunity for 
the Inland Empire Wing to honor the history of freedom, service, and sacrifice in 
a way that aligns with our mission and who we are as an organization. 

As I step into the role of Wing Leader beginning January 1, 2026, I’m excited to help guide 
the Wing through this special year. Having been a member since 2018 and actively involved 
in staff and operations, I know that our members will step up and make this year special. 

America 250 at IEW : Early Ideas 

We’ve begun developing initial ideas for how the Wing might commemorate America’s 
250th Anniversary throughout 2026. These ideas are intended as a starting point and include: 

 America 250 – themed events and programs throughout the year. 

 Commemorative flight experiences connecting our aircraft to the broader American    
history. 

 Living history and educational exhibits inside the hangar. 

 Veteran recognition and storytelling initiatives. 

 Youth and education-focused activities to inspire the next generation. 

 Expanded opportunities for members to participate in planning, outreach, and execution. 

I will be presenting these early ideas to our staff at the Jan. 7th staff meeting, but it’s impor-
tant to emphasize that this is meant to be a Wing-wide effort. 

We Want Your Ideas 

I want the entire Wing involved in shaping how we recognize the anniversary. If you have 
ideas, big or small, on how we can celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary, preserve history, 
engage our community, or inspire future generations, I would love to hear from you. 

Please feel free to call or email me directly with your thoughts. Your input will help guide 
what 2026 looks like for the Inland Empire Wing. 

In addition to America 250 planning, 2026, will continue to be a busy operational year with 
aircraft operations, air shows, hangar days, member events, and community outreach. None 
of this happens without our dedicated volunteers and members, and I’m thankful for the 
commitment from so many of you. 

 

 

Gary Stark 
Wing Leader 

2026 EVENTS   (continued on bottom of page 9) 
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C-53 Commemoration Plaque and 
Service Recognition 

As part of the IEW’s C-53, D-
Day Doll 80th Birthday celebra-
tion, we created a Commemora-
tion Plaque to be displayed in 
the museum.  The plaque will 
recognize those individuals who 
have served in some capacity in 
any branch of the U.S. military.  
The honoree does not have to 
have seen war time action.   
Small plates fastened to the larger plaque are still available 
at $80.00 each. 
For an application contact David Malmad at dmal-
mad613@gmail.com.    

 

PX-Lite 
Wing patches are back in stock at the PX—
Lite.  Plus, new designs arrive in March, 
including a commemorative America’s 
250th birthday patch you will want.   
Brandy Stone to order:  951.892.2349 

Newsletter Deadline 
Members and friends interested in submitting articles/
pictures/tidbits of information for the newsletter, please 
e-mail articles in Word and .jpg photos to Shirley Kerr: 
starsprt@earthlink.net by Sat, Jan 18th for the February 
2026 newsletter. 
Timely articles as well as articles of interest are welcome 
at any time. The newsletter is a “work in progress”. Your  
“guest writer” articles are appreciated as soon as you 
have them available.  Filler stories will be placed in the 
newsletter as needed.  Your input helps to create an in-
teresting and educational newsletter.   

To access the CAF-IEW YouTube 
Channel, type: “Inland Empire Wing” 
into the YouTube search window. 

Book:  Mission Accomplished 

The D-Day Doll’s 2019 trip to Normandy for the 
75th Anniversary is recounted in a book  
“Mission Accomplished”. 
            Available on Amazon.   

Author is  IEW’s Chief Pilot Steve Rose    

Photographers in This Issue 

Gary Stark, Linda Lindgren, 

Pat McCollam, Tom O’Keefe, Stephany Brower 

January 2026 

Operational IEW Fleet Status 

D-Day Doll Quarterly Maintenance Check 
L-4 Needs new rudder 
T-6 Up and Operational 
PT-22 On Status, Display Only 

Staff Car Operational 
Ford Truck Operational  
Jeep Operational 

CAF Inland Empire Wing 
The Inland Empire Wing (IEW) is a wing of the Commemo-
rative Air Force. Its hangar is located in Hanger "S" on 
6936 Flight Road at the Riverside Municipal Airport 
in Riverside, California.  
The IEW's hangar and WWII museum currently display a T-6 
Harvard II, an L-4 “Scout”, a PT-22, and our C-53 “Sky 
Trooper”, the “D-Day Doll”.  
The IEW is a purely volunteer-driven organization. The mem-
bers and volunteers dedicate their efforts to a variety of local 
projects, such as the maintenance and restoration of WW-II 
aircraft, memorial flights at special events, contribution of 
museum displays to educate the public, and providing support 
and a presence at SoCal air shows.   

Book a Flights in a Warbird 
C-53 D-Day Doll or the T-6. 

Pilots trained in this plane during WW-II. 
https://www.inlandempirecaf.com/book-a-flight 

Info:  Gary Stark   951.443.1000 

Inland Empire Wing is Now 
on Instagram 

Handle: CAF_IEW_Riverside 
 https://www.instagram.com/

inland_empire_wing_caf/ 

Visit us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id= 

100063598572247 

IEW Website 
https://www.inlandempirecaf.com/ 

January 2026 
Number 1 

  Exciting Things in 2026 

 School Tours 
 A Most Unusual Hybrid Fighter 

 Christmas Night Light Flights 
 Meet Your New Wing Leader 

 Honoring Veterans 

Cover Photo 

IEW Photographer, Tom O’Keefe, has 
been told by Headquarters that his photo 
is one of the winners in the CAF Photo 
Contest.  Congratulations Tom.  More 
details to follow.  Cover created by Editor. 

Educate  *  Inspire  *  Honor 
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December School Tour 

Blue skies, 68 degrees, 
and crisp, invigorating 
air.  What a great day to 
get the kids out of the 
classroom and into a 
flying museum! 

On Dec. 16 our Inland 
Empire Wing of the 

Commemorative Air Force Southern 
California WWII Aviation Museum 
had visitors from Murrieta.  An 
8th grade class of curious students 
converged on our museum as one of 
their airport stops for Career Day. 

Long time airport tenant, Cindy Tate, facili-
tated the trip with the teacher from Murri-
eta, Martia Baron.  As there were 30 stu-
dents and five adult chaperones, we divided 
them into groups of about 17 and split the 
tours into a Museum room group and a 
Hangar/D-Day Doll group. I put out an all-
call for help 3 weeks ago for docents to 
come enjoy a 2-hour experience with 14-
year-olds. It is always great to be around 
inquisitive kids.  

Thankfully, I had enough of our colonel vol-
unteers to cover all of the exhibits:  Our 
very own Greg Fernandez served as docent 
in the history Room and captivated the 
scholars with the tale of USA going up 
a g a i n s t the axis powers after the 
bombing 
of Pearl 
H a r bo r . 
G r e g 
t o o k 
t h e m 
a r o u n d 
the room 
s h a r i n g 
the So 
Cal in-

 

volvement in WWII; aircraft manufacturing 
plants, Rosie the Riveter and the women's 
work force,  Doolittle Raiders, flight train-
ing bases, Bruce the paratrooper and the D-
Day Doll/glider model, taking out the Nazi 
regime, taking control of the Japanese inva-
sion (most students didn't realize we were 
at war on two fronts at the same time). 
Greg continued on around the room shar-
ing the 
e n d i n g 
with Hi-
r o s h i m a , 
Nag asaki , 
and the 
J a p a n e s e 
s u r r e n -
der  sign-
ing on the 
battleship 
Missouri. 

Simultane-
ously, we 
had Andy 
Conley, Mike Lindgren, and Mary Schulz 
working the other half of the class through 
the hangar and in and around the Doll. Stu-
dents, parents, and teachers were in awe of 
our facility, museum pieces, and history 
presentations.     

School Students spent one of their Career Day activities at IEW learning about aviation.     
[P: Linda Lindgren]  

 

 

Greg Fernandez with students.   [P: Linda Lindgren]  

Mary sharing with a teacher.  
                                          [P: Linda Lindgren]  

 

Linda Lindgren 
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Hybrid Fighter                                     Continued on page 7 

IEW Newsletter January 2026 

A Most Unusual Hybrid Fighter 

Over the past several years, 
we have become used to hy-
brid vehicles, those pow-
ered by two different energy 
means, gas and electric. 
Well, back during WW-II, a 
hybrid-type of Navy fighter 
was developed that had two 

different means of flight propulsion, that of an 
ordinary forward fuselage mounted gas engine-
powered propeller and a rear fuselage mounted 
jet engine! Sounds strange, doesn’t it? Well, 
during WWII, any idea that sounded logical for 
the development of a better plane to combat 
the enemy, was given a chance by the military 
to pursue it. 

The plane, designed and built by Ryan Aero-
nautical in San Diego, was called the FR-1 
“Fireball”. This was to be the first jet-powered 
aircraft for the US Navy. The reason for two 
different means of propulsion was that the 
early jet engines were slow in acceleration, 
while the nose mounted gas engines were de-
pendable for full takeoff speed from a carrier 
deck. The plane would then use the rear 
mounted jet to increase its speed after takeoff. 
The plane had fully retractable tricycle landing 
gear, which was also something very new to 
most Navy pilots. The three-bladed propeller 

was driven by a 1350 Horsepower Wright 1820-
72W Cyclone engine that alone gave the plane a 
top speed of 295 mph. The jet engine was a Gen-
eral Electric 1600 lb J-31 turbojet. Both engines 
used the same fuel, located in two tanks, one 
carrying 130 gallons and the other 50 gallons. 

Flying with both engines, the Fireball had a top 
speed of 426 mph, which was very fast for its 
day! The plane had air ducts in each wing root 
to supply air to the jet engine. The plane also 
had smooth laminar flow wings and a large 
bubble canopy for greater pilot visibility. The 
wings also folded for stowage aboard aircraft 
carriers. Armament consisted of four .50 caliber 
machine guns in the wings and one 1000 lb 
bomb or eight five-inch rockets. The plane had 
a length of 32 ft 4 inches and a wing span of 40 
feet. Its service ceiling was 43,100 feet with a 
range of 1,030 miles. All in all, it appeared to be 
a mighty potent fighter. 

The Fireball looked like a good design, but be-
cause of wartime urgency, problems developed 
with various structural issues, one of which in-
volved the crash of the first prototype at China 
Lake NAS in October 1943. However, these 
problems were quickly discovered and cor-
rected through the prototype stages. Finally, 
after a number of upgrades, the plane was or-
dered into production on Dec. 2, 1943, with 100 
to be built, along with another order of 1,000 
more to follow. 

Fireball Trials on USS Ranger [Chris Clarke provided all the 
pictures for this article.] 

Col. Chris Clarke 
Museum Curator 
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In the end, it all turned out to be too little and 
too late. One squadron, VF-66 received its first 
Fireballs in March 1945, but they never saw 
combat. One of the major issues was the neces-
sity for the pilots to qualify with this strange 
new plane. In doing so, planes were being dam-
aged in landings. By the time the pilots had all 
qualified, the war with Japan had ended. Also, 
all aircraft contracts were ended immediately 
after VJ-Day, leaving only 66 Fireballs actually 
produced.    After the war, the planes were as-
signed to VF-41, where they were still being 
used operationally, though plagued by more 
structural issues and hard landings which dam-
aged the nose gear. There were even a few fa-
talities in operation, one due to a collision with 
a target banner and another when two Fireballs 
collided after one had lost its wing. 

After all this, the handwriting was certainly on 
the wall for the Fireball and by August 1, 1947, 
the plane was withdrawn from operational ser-
vice. A few were used for further modification 
and testing, but these were eventually scrapped 
along with the others. By now, the era of the “jet-
age” had finally commenced, with more modern 
jet engines and better aerodynamic designs going 
into production and operational service with 
the Navy. Thus, this unusual hybrid plane be-
came something of an oddity, to be overlooked 
and forgotten over the years. Only one of these 
planes survives today, in static display condition, 
over at the Chino Planes of Fame Museum. 

 

2026 IEW Events 

January Sat./Sun. 10/11: DC-3 Ground School 
February 
March Sat 14th: El Centro 
 Sat./Sun. 21-22: NAS Lemore 
April 
May  Sat 16: Torrance Armed Forces Day 
June Sat. 6: D-Day (82nd) 
 Sun. 14: Army Birthday (251st) 
 Sun. 14: Flag Day 
July Sat. 4: America Birthday (250th) 
 Sun. 20-26 Air Venture Oshkosh 
August Sat./Sun. 15-16: Wings over Camarillo 
September Fri.-Sun. 25-27:  MCAS Miramar 
October Sat./Sun. 2-4: Huntington Beach 
 Tue. 13: Navy Birthday (251st) 
 TBD: Festival of Flight, Long Beach 
November Sat. 7: Flabob Veteran’s Day 
 Tue. 10: Marine Corps Birthday (251st) 
 Wed. 11: Veterans Day 
December Mon. 7: Pearl Harbor (85th) 
 Thu. 17: DC-3 First Flight (91st) 
 Thu. 17:  Wright Brothers First Air
 plane Flight (123 years ago) 
 Sun. 20: Space Force Birthday (7th) 
 TBD: Christmas Light Flights    

DC-3 Ground 
School 

The Inland Empire Wing 
will be conducting a DC-3 
ground school on Sat. Jan. 
10th at 8:30 in CAF hangar.   

Crew Chiefs and Loadmasters will have their 
ground school on the Sun., Jan 11th.  Make 
every effort to be here in person.  Lunch will 
be provided with a $10 donation.   

Other DC-3 operators are welcome to attend.   
Contact Steve to RSVP for Ground School  

Chris 

Hybrid Fighter                               Continued  from page 6 
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2025 Christmas light flights were held on 
three weekends, 263 passengers on 18 flights.   

It was a great job by the flight crews and ground 
support people.  22 members make this effort a 
success.  There's too many to thank individu-
ally, but several of our support people need to 
be acknowledged for their role in making this 
event happen.  Linda Lindgren, for every week-
end serving coffee and treats to our guests and 
members during the long hours.  Brandy Stone 
for commanding the PX-Lite with Tom O'Keefe 
filling in when needed.  Dennis King and Mike 
Rothmeier did a great job checking in our pas-
sengers, conducting the safety brief, and then 
alternately flying as loadmaster on our 
flights.  Because of them, we were on time for 
every flight.  

The flight crews also did a stellar job.  Pilots 
Daniel Wotring, Gary Stark, Ben Clerx, Philip 
Decker and Tim Small. Crew Chiefs Mike Lindgren, 
Andy Conley, Dave Mihelich, and Howie Ram-
shorn had the aircraft ready for flight.   

Thank you to all who turned out and helped us 
with this huge event.  After things settle out, 
we'll determine just how much we earned for 
our efforts.  And not to forget, the D-Day Doll per-
formed magnificently on each and 
every flight.  She deserves the lion's share of the 
credit for the success of these flights.  The Doll 
is a treasure, it is such a privilege to fly her.  

Steve  

IEW Newsletter January 2026 

2025 Christmas Light Flights Review 

                  Mike  cleaning  windows.                 [P:  Tom O’Keefe] 

Santa in the D-Day Doll             [P:  Tom O’Keefe] 

Preparing for takeoff.                                          [P:  Tom O’Keefe] 

Pre-Flight Comments                          [P:  Tom O’Keefe] 
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2025 Christmas Light Flights Review 

Flight Operations: 

 Arrange with airport personnel for 
parking and use of the terminal.  Must 
have a key to the terminal to lock up 
after completion of flights. 

 PICs need to have completed night 
landing currency prior to Christmas 
light flights.  All night landings need to 
be made by PICs. 

 A flight schedule needs to be published in advance to let 
crew members know what days they will be flying.  This in-
cludes pilots, crew chiefs, and loadmasters. 

 Advanced notice is needed to know how many flights, and 
the times of these events to keep the PIC and crew informed.  
The information is needed for determining fuel load and 
weight and balance, as well as show time for all our volun-
teers. 

 No more than 4 flights per night.  Hard on the plane and 
crew. Aircraft has to be repositioned to hangar after flights are 
complete, so it’s a long day. 

 Have a designated individual who can move passengers 
as needed to fill flights and make the schedule work effi-
ciently.  This should be done at least one day in advance 

 Aircraft fueled and oiled, preflight complete for 4PM en-
gine start, runup, pre-position to Terminal.  Plan on using 45 
to 50 gallons per flight.  Oil consumption is a little more than 
1 gallon per hour per engine. 

 Pilots, crew chiefs, and loadmasters should have red light 
capable flashlights for flights.  Red light illumination needed 
to read center console instruments. 

 Passenger show time should be 45 minutes prior to their 
flight.  This gives loadmasters time to brief the passengers 
and have them ready to board when the crew is ready. 

Terminal: 

 Is the airport sign at the entrance to the airport working?  
Great way to advertise. 

 Better signage is needed for our various tables in the ter-
minal.  Passenger check-in, PX sales, and refreshments 

need to have large signs indicating what each table is for.  
We need a large sandwich board sign (lighted?) outside 
the terminal to direct passengers inside to their flights.  
Perhaps a sign at the hangar directing passengers to the 
terminal. 

 Even though it’s the last event of the year, we should 
make sure the PX is stocked with hats, t-shirts, and dog 
tags to last till the last day of our flights. 

 If flying through the dinner hour, we need to make sure 
that there is food available for all our volunteers and that 
we let everyone know a head of time that a small dinner 
will be provided if wanted. 

 We lost an important colonel this past year who provided 
the Christmas music in the terminal for our flights.  As 
such, we had no music except for maybe one night.  There 
is a speaker in the terminal but no one knew how to use it.  
It’s Christmas timeand we have to find a way to bring 
back holiday tunes for our passenger’s total flight experi-
ence. 

Personnel: 

 Each area of our operation has to have a designated mem 
ber who is the responsible person to schedule manning for 
their station.  Requesting assistance at dinner meetings and 
getting members to sign up for duty on specific nights is es-
sential.  When members show up, they should have a specific 
duty to perform so that they are actively involved with the 
activities.  It would be useful to publish a schedule of these 
volunteers so everyone knows who is going to show up. 

Advertising: 

 Determine flight dates and start advertising early. Start 
slow and gradually increase as time gets near. 

Finance: 

 Is it worth it?  We put a lot of time and effort into this 
endeavor, and we need to know the bottom line.  How much 
did we make, and how much did it cost us to make this hap-
pen.  We need to know what the return on our money is.  We 
are dealing with a very valuable asset in the Doll, who is basi-
cally supporting the unit.  We have to consider the risk to the 
Doll in everything that we do.   

Before the staff meeting this coming Wed. I'm asking for 
interested parties to meet a 4 pm in the hangar for a de-
brief on our Christmas flights.  I want this to be a cri-
tique, nothing else.  I have inputs from Dennis King, 
Mike Rothmeier, and Brandy Stone.  

I’m excited about the year ahead and proud 
to work alongside all of you as we prepare 
for this historic milestone. Together, we can 
make 2026 a memorable and meaningful 
year for our Wing. 

2026 EVENTS                                (continued from page 3) 

Steve Rose  

 

Colonels getting D-Day Doll ready for flight.          [P: Linda Lindgren] 

Gary 
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Meet your New Wing Leader 

As we welcome 2026, I want to wish each of 
you a very Happy New Year and sincerely 
thank the members and staff for everything 
you’ve done to make the Inland Empire Wing 
the organization it is today. I am truly honored 
to begin serving as your Wing Leader for 2026. 

Many of you know parts of my story, but, I’d 
like to share a bit more and why CAF means so 
much to me. I am a California native, born and 
raised in Anaheim, and a graduate of Cal State 
Long Beach, where I earned a degree 
in Manufacturing Engineering.  

Indian Motorcycles are my Life’s-
work  

My family’s involvement with Indian  Mo-
torcycles dates back to 1918, when my 
grandfather opened an Indian dealership 
in Akron, Ohio. My father, Bob Stark, was 
laid off from Hughes Aircraft due to too 
many mechanical engineers in 1970. So he 
returned fully to his true calling and 
founded Starklite Cycle in Fullerton Cali-
fornia. What began as a restoration-
focused shop grew into one of the world’s 
most respected suppliers of reproduction 
parts for antique Indian motorcycles, serv-
ing collectors worldwide.  

Growing Up Starklite 

At age four, I was given my first 1947 Indian 
Chief, with one condition: it had to be fully re-
stored by my 16th birthday, or it would be sold. 
At five, I was riding a 50cc Indian Papoose. 

Days before my 16th birthday, I completed the 
restoration of my “Blue Rainbow” Indian Chief. 
Which I still own and ride today. 

By the late 1980s, Starklite moved to Perris, 
Ca., and I joined the business full-time. After 
graduating from Cal State Long Beach with a 
degree in Manufacturing Engineering, I helped 
expand Stark-lite’s reproduction parts catalog 
to more than 3,000  parts, ensuring accuracy, 
and authenticity. 

In 2001, I officially took over parts sales and 
operations, becoming the third generation of 
Starks to lead the business. We supported 
clubs, shared knowledge, and helped keep thou-
sands of Indian motorcycles on the road. 

After the passing of my parents in 2015, I con-
tinued carrying that legacy forward. In 2024, 
after nearly four decades, I retired and sold 
Starklite Cycle. Today, the company lives on 
as Kurly’s Starklite Cycle. 

Family Life 

In 1994, I 
married the 
love of my 
life, Dana. To-
gether we 
raised three 
i n c r e d i b l e , 
s u c c e s s f u l 
daughters, and 
in 2025 we be- 
came grand-
parents for 

the first time, with another grandchild expected 
in 2026.  

Dana has a deep love for animals, and together 
we’ve fostered rescue dogs through various or-
ganizations over the years. We live on a five-
acre horse property near Lake Mathews, where 
we currently have eight hay burners.  

2026 WING LEADER                    (continued on page 11) 

 

[All Photos in story:  Gary Stark] 
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One of our favorite activities is horse camping, 
loading up the horses and traveling with our 
motor home. 

Aviation and Warbirds 

I began my flying career in 2010. I found out it 
was quicker to fly to UCSB to pick up our 
daughter for the holidays than driving to get 
her. My First CFI was our very own, Daniel 
Wotring, who gave me my primary and tail-
wheel training in his C170. Like many who dis-
cover aviation later in life, I wish I had done it 
sooner and I was hooked on warbirds.   

Over the years, I have owned and flown a num-
ber of aircraft, including a Cessna 150, Cessna 
177, and Tecnam P2006T twin. My warbird ex-
perience has included ownership of a North 
American T-6 Texan and a Douglas DC-3/C-53, 
and today I fly a Boeing Stearman PT-17, North 
American T-28, Bonanza F33A, and Beechcraft 
T-34 Mentor (in process). 

In 2018, I joined the Inland Empire Wing of 
the Commemorative Air Force, and in 2019 I 
had the honor of participating in the D-Day 
Doll mission to Normandy. What an experience 
that showed how many people care about the 
history we are preserving. 

For the past two years, I’ve served in a staff 
role, working with our volunteers and staff who 
give their time, talent, and passion to IEW. 
On Jan. 1st I stepped into the role of Wing Leader. 
Eagerly looking forward to keep an emphasis on 
our mission to honor, inspire and educate. 

From motorcycles to warbirds, from engineer-
ing to family, my life has been about vintage 
modes of transport, and sharing my knowledge. 
I look forward to the year ahead and working 
with you to keep our community of enthusiasts 
moving the wing ahead.  

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, 
and especially ideas, please reach out to me and 
let’s make 2026 a year to celebrate our mile-
stones yet to come. Thank you for the confi-
dence you have placed in me for this opportu-
nity and I hope I will not disappoint.   

2026 WING LEADER                 (continued from page 10) 

IEW Standing Committees 
 Operations & Aircraft Committee  Focused 
on aircraft operations, pilot coordination, crew 
standards, training support, and mission readiness. 
 Events & Programming Committee  Re-
sponsible for member events, public programs, 
ride activities, and special experiences that support 
our mission. 
 Finance & Revenue Committee  Concen-
trates on budgeting, fundraising initiatives, spon-
sorships, and long-term financial sustainability. 
 Membership, Volunteers & Culture Com-
mittee  Dedicated to member engagement, volun-
teer coordination, on boarding, and fostering a 
strong, welcoming Wing culture. 
 Marketing, Communications & Outreach 
Committee  Oversees public messaging, social 
media, newsletters, promotions, and community 
outreach. 
• Facilities & Compliance Committee  Focused 
on hangar facilities, infrastructure projects, safety, 
regulatory compliance, and long-term planning. 
These committees are open to all members. I 
encourage you to consider volunteering for 
one that aligns with your interests and skills. 
The committees can meet virtually or in per-
son and the members will decide.   Gary 
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Time is  R-u-n-n-i-n-g  O-u-t! 
D-DAY DOLL COMMEMORATION  

Your Newsletter will 
be coming to you 
directly from the 

Inland Empire Wing   
 Website. 

I will let you know when I forward to the Wing Web Master. 
If you don’t receive the newsletter in a few days 

contact the Wing web master directly. 

 

The Commemorative Air Force's Inland Empire 
Wing hosted a birthday celebration for the air-
craft, typically around July 8th. 
When the Doll celebrated her 80th birthday in 
2023, a commemoration plaque was created as a 
solemn reminder that the price of American free-
dom has been paid in courage, sacrifice and sleep-
less nights.  It honors not only those who wore the 
uniform of a member of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
but also the loved ones they left behind-parents, 
spouses, children and more-who bore the burden 
of uncertainty during times of conflict or assign-
ments in unknown locations around the world.   
In honor of the Doll, this plaque, when filled, will 
include 80 engraved plates--each one representing 
a name, a story and a tribute to The CAF IEW D-
Day Doll 80th birthday celebration July 2023.  The 
D-Day Doll, a C-53 Skytrooper (N45366), was 
built on July 6, 1943. It was delivered to the US 
Army Air Force on July 7, 1943. The Doll has a 
history that includes service in times of conflict 
when it carried U.S. personnel into harm’s way 
those who have preserved her legacy. 
The number 80 is to recognize the 80th birthday of 
the Doll and for a donation of $80 per plate.  The 
plates are attached to the plaque and a certificate 
of notice is sent to the plate sponsor as a reminder 
of their recognition. 
There is still time to recognize that special person.  

There are still places available and with your 
commitment, the Inland Empire Wing and its 

members and friends will celebrate in perpetuity 
all those whose name appears on the plaque. 

Please contact David Malmad or Chris 
Clarke for additional information and 

to obtain an application. 

2025 Awards 

Chris Clarke named Steve Rose The Colonel of 
the Year.                                        [P:  Tom O’Keefe] 

Steve Rose named Michael Rothmeier Distin-
guished Colonel of the Year       [P:  Tom O’Keefe] 

Steve Rose named Ed Cleveland The Longev-
ity Colonel, member since 1995.  [P:  Tom O’Keefe] 

Evelyn White was awarded Non-Colonel Vol-
unteer of the Year.  Evelyn has been sending 
hand-made birthday cards for the past ten 
years.  

Thank you Committee Members Mike Lindgren,  Chris 
Clarke, Ben Clerx, Dave Mihelich.  You had a joyful but 
difficult task on your hands.   
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Happy 2026!! I would like to 
thank all members who were a 
big help in operating PX-Lite in 
2025!!  The PX-Lite has contin-
ued to be successful due to our 
volunteers that make the work 
light and the laughter and ca-

maraderie easy.  In no particular order the fol-
lowing members made a huge difference to 
the successful year that was 2025 for PX-Lite.  

Cadets James Stone and Danica King, Colo-
nels: Chris Clarke, Vince Kerr, Dave Mihelich, 
Mike Rothmeier, Pat McCollam, Tom O'Keefe, 
Tim Small, Mary Shultz, Mike Lindgren, Jerry 
Dehil,  Ken Stinehart and Linda Lindgren.  

For all who have bought souvenirs and sup-
ported PX-Lite this past year ... thank you!   

We are excited to be currently working on new 
designs and merchandise to help support our 
Wing in 2026.  

Honestly one of my favorite activities is get-
ting to experience the behind the scenes at 
every air show or event. It doesn't matter if 
you can donate a few hours per year or join us 
at most events. Training takes only a few min-
utes but the memories and behind the scenes 
perks will last a lifetime. I won't ever forget 
my off limits to the public upper deck tour of 
the Air Force's C- 5 Galaxy, just because I hap-
pened to be there working the air show!!  

Please contact me if you would like to join us 
at an event! 951-892-2349    
 

 

 

Brandy Stone 
PX-Lite 

Thank You …   

             You are Appreciated! 

 Safety First 

I was impressed with Steve’s 
year-end Wing Leader presen-
tation at the December mem-
bership meeting, if you were 
not there you missed a good 
one. Actually, all our speakers 
and presenters at these meet-

ings have been very good this year. I would like 
to encourage all members to maybe set in their 
New Year’s Resolution in 2026 to attend the 
IEW general meeting dinners.  We would like to 
see you and I think you would get more out of 
your membership. 

One of the topics in Steve’s presentation was 
the CAF’s Headquarters safety stand down.  It 
was slightly inconvenient to the IEW because it 
canceled one of our Christmas flights, but, for 
the big picture, I thought it was a good thing.  It 
is always good to stop for a moment for safety.  
All the members have done a great job with 
safety this year and I want to thank all of you 
for that. But with that stand down, it gave us 
some time to think of our activities and how we 
can be better.  

When doing any activity at our facility the one 
thing on our minds should be “how will the ac-
cident report read”? If that will look badly for 
you, rethink your actions. Whether this be 
changing a light bulb in the museum room or 
seeing an obstacle on the floor.  If I walk by this 
and the next person falls because of this, how 
will the action report read?  We have had a 
good, safe year. Let us keep working for that.  

I would love to see more involvement for all of 
our members in 2026. If I can help you do that, 
please contact me and thank you for a great 
year. I look forward to another one. 

One other important safety note particularly 
those members with airport gate cards or that 
use the ramp side of the hangar, the airport had 
a runway incursion a few weeks ago and has 
now painted a red line along taxiway Bravo. It 

Mike Lindgren 

 runs just south of the self service fuel pump, Do 
not cross this line without tower permission. 
Violators could lose their gate card.  If you have 
any questions regarding this, please contact me. 
 

Brandy 
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Inland Empire Wing 
Officers and Crew 

Appointed Positions 

The Staff of the Inland Empire Wing are here to serve you. 
Do not hesitate to give any Staff Member a call. 

Staff  

Executive Officer Assistant  
Howie Ramshorn          951.206.1075 
Air Show Coordinator  
Steve Rose 714.403.9052 
Bartender                      
Vacant 
Chief Pilot  
Steve Rose 714.403.9052 
Hangar Boss 
Mike Lindgren  909.731.6875 
Mess Officer  
Vacant 
Motor Pool  
Dave Mihelich 951.313.6834 
Motor Pool Assistant  
Vincent Kerr 951.403.7810 
Museum Director-Curator  
Chris Clarke  909.840.1367 
Newsletter Editor  
Shirley Kerr  951.515.5896 
Project Officer 
Dennis King 626.367.4034 
PX-Lite 
Brandy Stone 951.892.2349 
James Stone 
Public Information Officer 
Vacant 
Recruitment/Membership Officer 
Linda Lindgren 951.533.5608 
Social Officer  
Linda Lindgren                  
951.533.5608 
 

January 2026 

Wing Leader (Commanding Officer) 
Gary Stark 951.443.1000 

Executive Officer   
Dave Mihelich 951.313.6834 

Adjutant  
Linda Lindgren 951.533-5608 

Aircraft Maintenance Officer 
Ben Clerx                            949.632.3285 

Business Development 
Thomas Steele   

Education Officer  
Vacant 

Finance Officer  
Chris Clarke  909.840.1367 

Operations Officer  
Andy Conley   909.261.5011 

Safety Officer  
Mike Lindgren   909.731.6875 
Safety Officer Assistant 
Jonathan Aronoff 305.458.3294 
 
Training Officer  
Mike Rothmeier 410.935.1011 
Wing Photographer               
Tom O’Keefe 951.452.6745 
Wing Webmaster  
Gary Stark        951.213.8267 
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WINGS is the official publication of the Inland 
Empire Wing, a unit of the Commemorative Air 
Force (CAF).  The CAF is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit 
organization. No part of this periodical June be 
reproduced without the written consent of the 
IEW publisher of Wings. 

WINGS is not responsible for content accuracy 
of any article. 

Address correspondence to WINGS, c/o Shirley 
Kerr, at IEW, Riverside Municipal Airport Han-
gar S, 6936 Flight Road, Riverside, CA 92504.  

© 2019 Inland Empire Wing of the  
Commemorative Air Force. 
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January 2026 

Hangar Days 
Monthly hangar days, organ-
ized by Hangar Boss, Mike 
Lindgren is the first Satur-
day of each month.  There 

is lots to be done.  No experience needed.  
Come and do what you can.  Hangar Day 
creates a real sense of camaraderie among 
those involved. 

Suggestions or to volunteer to submit 
an article for the Newsletter contact 
Shirley Kerr  starsprt@earthlink.net 

 

January Meeting 

Menu: 
Stew 

Salad and Dessert 

Wednesday, Jan. 14th 

at 5:00 Social + Networking + Dinner 
+ Meeting + Speaker = ONLY $2 0 .  

Dinner Meetings 
are a great times to visit with 
 long time colonels, 
 meet new members, 
 hear great speakers, 
 enjoy a delicious meal, 

and share a pleasant evening. 

February dinner meeting will 
be Wednesday 11th 

 

Viet Nam 
January 1962 
U.S. aircraft begin spraying the highly toxic herbi-
cide Agent Orange over rural areas of South Viet 
Nam as part of Operation Ranch Hand. Its danger 
was not known at the time. 

January 1966 
The Senate Foreign Relations Committee begins 
hearings questioning the legality of U.S. military 
operations in Viet Nam. 

January 25, 1969 
Nixon appoints Henry Cabot Lodge as chief U.S. 
negotiator for peace talks in Paris. 

January 1971 
South Vietnamese troops invade Laos in an at-
tempt to cut off the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Even with 
U.S. support, they suffer heavy losses and are 
forced to retreat. 

Viet Nam Veterans, you are INVITED to share your 
Viet Nam story with us.  Contact the editor. 

[P:  Pinterest] 
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Commemorative Air Force  
Inland Empire Wing 
6936 Flight Road, Hangar S 
Riverside, Ca 92504 

Colonel Greg Fernandez met several veterans 
in his Heart PT sessions that he thought were 
worthy of special recognition.  The Veterans 
knew a WW-II veteran who was celebrating 
his 100th birthday.  Greg invited all three veter-
ans to the Wing.  The Ladies from Quilts of Valor 
presented quilts to two of the veterans. 

Honoring Veterans during Pearl Harbor Weekend 

Peggy gave a quilt to the son 
of the 100 year old to present 
to his dad.  Louis Tosches was 
not feeling well enough to 
travel the distance to IEW.      
                                [P: Pat McCollam] 

US Army Sam Stoughton served in Germany 
and Vietnam.  Richard Chrystie served in the 
Calif Army National Guard during Watts Riots. 
                                                                             [P: Pat McCollam 

Veterans in attendance:  Ray Miller, Sam Stoughton, 
Richard Chrystie, Jerry Diehl  (sitting) Howie Ramshorn, Don 
Brower (WW-II Veteran), George Thomas         [P: Stephany Bower] 

Museum Curator, 
Chris Clarke, shares 
about Pearl Har-
bor. 
         [P: Pat McCollam] 

      Quilters with the Veterans. 
                                         [P: Pat McCollam] 

 


